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What do you remember about stories 
as a child? 



Outline

1. My story and background

2. Stories and culture

3. Research project



My story



Aim: To promote talking and 
reading between parents 
and children aged 0-3 years

• Trial project over 6 weeks

• 30 families attended

• Multicultural community

• 32 children received books & tips on 

talking and reading 

• Links with other community agencies

Lessons learned 

from a community 
book-gifting project 



• Did families read more books as a result of 

the project?

• How were the books shared at home?

• Were books preferred over other kinds of 

stories at home?

• Did the tips and suggestions work for 
everyone in the same way?



• Did we ask the right questions?

• Did we build on the ways that families already shared stories?

• Did ‘one size fit all’?

• How can we learn more about how stories are shared with 
infants and toddlers in multicultural communities?

Some bigger questions…



Cultural differences exist in the ways that stories 

are shared with infants and toddlers

What a ‘story’ is and 

the resources used 
Roles of participation 

How moments of 

meaning are shared 

Parent and teacher 

perspectives 

Current research literature



Two possible story-sharing scenarios….



This study aims to investigate the nature of 

story interactions between adults and toddlers in 

a multicultural community of New Zealand

Interactions

“The way people 
communicate… 

and act with each 

other, in relation to 
place and things”

(Hruska and Gunn, 
2017, p. 2)

Sharing stories

Includes book 
reading and oral 
narratives about 

personal 
experiences 
(Reese, 2013)

Adults

Parents (or 
guardians/whānau) 

and 

teachers

Toddlers 

1-2 year olds

Multicultural 

community
Includes people 
from a range of 

culturally and 
linguistically rich 

backgrounds 

Contexts

Family homes and 
early childhood 

setting



Responsive social  
interactions are 

central to human 
learning and  
development

(Vygotsky, 1978)

Communication, 

language and literacy 
shape all areas of 

learning
(Te Whāriki, 2017)

Why is this study important? 

Increasing numbers of 1-2 year olds in formal 

early childhood education  
(Education Counts, 2018)

Interactions in the early years of 

life set the stage
(Shonkoff & Phillips, 2000) Increasing cultural and linguistic richness in New 

Zealand’s communities (OECD, 2017)

Literacy interactions support cultural 

learning, well-being and language  
development

(Tamis-Lemonda & Song, 2012) 



Study design

Case study in a multicultural community

1 early childhood centre Family homes

Explore how stories are shared
• observations
• interviews 

What ‘story’ resources 
are used? Roles of participation? 

How are moments of 

meaning shared? 

Parent and teacher 

perspectives? 



Contribution to knowledge and practice 

Greater understanding of 
how toddlers experience 
stories in multicultural 

communities



Early literacy resources for infants & toddlers 



Singing to babies as a way of promoting 
language development

Kirsten Sharman 
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Environmental requirements for language development

Opportunities for 
communicative 

interactions

Exposure to an 
analysable language 

model
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What do we know about who sings and why?
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Overseas research 
suggests that the 

majority of parents 
sing to their children, 

especially mothers

Mothers and fathers 
sing differently but 

equally ‘well’ for 
babies



The big 
questions

What are parents’ singing 
behaviours with their under-two-
year old children? 

What are the relationships 
between parental singing and 
child’s communication at age two?
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Survey of parents and caregivers

Survey administered twice (at ages 1 and 2):

Questions:

• Parent’s attitudes to baby as a communicator, to talking, and to 
singing

• The relationship between singing and talking

• What kinds of songs, when and why?

• Baby’s early communication (babble, gesture, understanding)

• Baby’s interest in language 

• Parent’s warmth, sensitivity and responsiveness

• Parent’s culture, gender and level of education 21



How?

22

400 parents

Recruited with support of 
community partners

On-line and in person

Mostly Auckland



Thank you


